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 VERNON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES 

July 28, 2015 

 

Chairman Herbert Cornell called the July 28, 2015 meeting of the Vernon County Board of Supervisors to order at 9:30 a.m. in 

the County Boardroom of the Courthouse Annex.  Invocation was given by Pastor Eileen Kuehnl of La Farge & Dell United 

Methodist Churches.  Board members and others present gave the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman Cornell affirmed there had 

been proper public notice of the meeting. Motion by Subera, 2nd by Mitchell to excuse Kevin Larson, Cade Cary and Kevin 

Gobel from today’s meeting.  Motion carried by all.  County Clerk, Ron Hoff, called roll call with 25 Supervisors present.  

Motion by Evenstad, 2nd by Davig to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2015 meeting.  Motion carried by all.  Hoff stated 

Dan Meyer miss spoke when he stated 374 Nursing homes in Wisconsin, should be 392 Nursing homes and Ron stated there 

were 7,653 beds in Wisconsin given back to the state due to various reasons not 753 as stated in minutes.  Johnson asked for the 

word lake to be added to his statement, lake does not meet recreational thresholds.  The date of the Cheske Den celebration was 

June 13, 2015.  Motion carried all. 

 

Chairman Cornell asked if there were any announcements.   

Vernon Manor Brat & Bake sale is today from 10:30am to 2 pm, proceeds are for the residents back yard.   

Let Ron know today if you are going to attend the WCA Annual Conference on September 20-22, 2015 in La Crosse, WI.  This 

Saturday evening is Mr. & Mrs. Brault’s 40th wedding anniversary party, all board members and department heads are invited. 

Servais stated that the Dairy Breakfast went well, about 2500 were served. 

 

Chairman Cornell moved to Special Order of Business.   

(Item #1) Appointment – election to seat new County Board Supervisor District #19, Chair Cornell stated he interviewed three 

citizens that applied.  Cornell appoints Mike Leis for District 19 to replace Jerry Cade.  Motion by Davig, 2nd by Redington.  

Motion by Erlandson to cast unanimous ballot for Mike Leis, 2nd by Servais.   Voice vote carried, all yes.  Mike Leis introduced 

himself, in his career he worked for John Deere mostly in Horicon, WI and grew up in Vernon County.   He stated he would like 

to be elected to the Highway committee.    

(Item#2) Circuit Court Judge Michael J. Rosborough gave Oath of office to Mike Leis.  Cornell asked if there were any other 

nominations.  There were none.  

Now there are 26 supervisors present.  

(Item #3) Elect member to Highway Committee.  Motion by Davig, 2nd by Nickelatti for Mike Leis.  Chairman Cornell asked 

three times for any other nomination, there were none.  Motion to close nominations by Hicks, 2nd by Davig. Motion carried.  

Voice vote, all yes. 

All yes voice vote for Leis to Highway Committee. 

(Item#4) Melanie Lendosky – Johnson & Block Audit Report.  In 2014 there was $7.9 million balance in the General Fund with 

designated Funds up because of Dam Grant Funds coming in.   

 

Fund Balance 

 
 

Discussion on several checking accounts that are not going thru treasures office and county accounting.  Recommend stricter 

controls on these accounts.   

 

Revenues 

 
 

 Property taxes in 2014 were - $9,852,492. Total equalized value was $1,813,055,000. 
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2014 sales tax of 1,533,734 up from 1,451,018 in 2013. 

 

2014 Expenditures 

 
Vernon Manor was $962,670.00 negative cash in 2014.  Solid Waste needs to set aside an additional $138,225.00 for 9 years to 

cover closure costs.   

The county long term obligation is $6,440,000.00, the county limit is 90, 652,750.00 so have 93% left. 

Subera asked about cash accounts not going thru treasures accounting.  Lendosky stated Treasure and Board Chair are discussing 

with departments to start tracking thru treasures office.  Pat Peterson stated meal sites deposit at their local banks daily and aging 

reconciles monthly. 

Amelse concerned General Fund is getting lower and needs to be approximately at 6 million. 

Yttri asked about receivable funds yet to come in from grants.  Yes, this will increase the General Fund. 

 

(Item #5) Pam Eitland, Human Services Director – State Mental Health Institute Expenses.  Comprehensive Community Services 

Program will start and be certified August 1, 2015 with Crawford County and Center Point Counseling Service; it is a fully 

funded Program by Federal Government.   This program is only for people who volunteer to participate.  No additional funds 

needed today for Mental Health Placements. 

 

 (Item # 6) Pat Peterson – Aging Director, Nutrition Program updates, program started 50 years ago and is available for ages 60 

and over.  August 11, 2015 is the Vernon County Aging Plan Public Hearing at the Medical Office Building in Viroqua.  

 

The Vernon County population over 60 years of age is 6,767 that is 22.7% of the total population.  41.5 average age of Vernon 

County citizens.  There are ten meal sites in Vernon County and home deliveries are available. We average 116 dining meals a 

day for four days and 141 home delivered daily for four days.  $3.50 a meal is suggested donation and $3.75 donation for home 

delivered meals.  97% of participants are pleased with the program.  Aging is at 55.72% of budget used with 50% of year 

completed.  To add one more day of service would cost approximately $100,000.00.  Dahl stated the home delivered meals are 

fabulous for citizens and Aging is doing a great job.   

 

Chairman Cornell moved to Regular Order of Business, are there any petitions there were none. 

 

Chairman Cornell asked for any Ordinances or Memorials and there were none.  

 

Chairman Cornell moved to next item on agenda:  Resolutions 

 

RESOLUTION # 2015-21 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

FOR Vernon County Farmland Preservation Plan 

I. Introduction. 

 Vernon County is in the process of updating the County Farmland Preservation Plan, which is governed by Wisconsin’s 

Comprehensive Planning Law, Section 66.1001 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  Section 66.1001(4)(a) of Wisconsin Statutes 

specifically requires the governing body of the local government unit to adopt written procedures designed to foster public 

participation, including open discussions, communication programs, information services, and public meetings for which advance 

notice has been provided, in every stage in the preparation of the Farmland Preservation Plan.  These written procedures 

contained within this Public Participation Plan (hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”) satisfy this requirement.  This Plan will 

guide public participation throughout the planning process. 

 

 This Plan offers all citizens, businesses, interest groups, affected units of government, and other parties a range of 

opportunities to participate through the planning process in a meaningful way to shape the future of Vernon County.  Effective 



 

 

 

3 

public input is critical for the success of this planning process because it is our citizens, businesses, and groups that will 

experience the Plan’s benefits on a daily basis for many years.   

 

 The Plan encourages people to participate in the planning process and is designed to maximize the effectiveness of their 

contributions.  Public input opportunities are open to everyone and those with a stake in the outcome of the Plan have an even 

greater opportunity to provide input.  The participation opportunities are available to a wide range of citizens—people with 

different incomes, races, ages, and occupations—in all stages of the planning process. 

 

 The public participation process will: 

• Ensure all planning decisions are open to public comment; 

• Produce better planning decisions; 

• Support and add credibility to the decision-making processes; 

• Provide opportunities to disseminate information about the Planning process to all areas of the County; 

• Strengthen the relationship between our decision makers and citizens; and, 

• Develop a shared vision for the future of Vernon County. 

 

II. Public Participation Opportunities. 

Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department has established the following list of public participation 

opportunities. This collection of opportunities will meet both the letter and spirit of Wisconsin’s Planning Legislation 

and will include the following: 

 

 1.  Community Meeting 

 To facilitate public awareness of the planning process a community meeting is planned in order to present a draft of the 

Vernon County Farmland Preservation Plan, to explain the purpose of the plan, and to allow for comments.  At least one 

public participation meeting will be held in the County. 

 

2.  Public Hearing 

 At least one public hearing will be held to get feedback from the community.  Comments on maps, texts, the 

planning process, or any other concerns will be heard.  

  

3.  Past Planning Activities  

 Many meetings have been held to inform the community of the approaching need to complete the Plan. 

Meetings to inform the community have been held during regularly scheduled LCC meetings, Farm Bureau meetings, 

and public meetings in the Towns of Franklin, Christiana, Stark, Harmony, Hamburg, and Greenwood. 

 

4.  Public Comments.    

 The County Board and the LCC will always welcome written comments regarding issues presented.  Direct written 

responses will be given where a response is appropriate.  Comments will always be considered when appropriate. 

 

5.   Vernon County Planning Information 

  Much of the Plan will be based on existing data compiled through past planning efforts including the Draft 

Vernon County Comprehensive Plan (never adopted). Available statistics and data relevant to Vernon County 

Farmland, including mapping information, will be included in the Plan. 

 

6.   Meeting Notices. 

 All public meetings will be properly and public posted in a timely manner at accessible locations, and the 

notices will meet the requirements for proper notification regarding date, time, location, etc. 

 

7.   Land & Water Conservation Committee 

 The Land & Water Conservation Committee (LCC) will act as the committee overseeing the planning 

process.  

 

8.  Final Plan Adoption. 

 The final step in the Plan adoption process is for the Vernon County Board to adopt the Plan.  After adoption, 

the Plan shall be distributed by the County to recipients listed in Section 66.1001(4) (b) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

9.  Other. 

 Planning is a continuous process that does not end with the adoption of the Plan.  Unforeseen issues at the 

time this Plan was prepared, or as future issues arise, the Land and Water Committee may organize additional public 

participation activities for the County Farmland Preservation Plan.  The topics of the meetings or open houses will 

depend on these issues and will be designed to feature opportunities for public education, input, and interaction. 
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Adopted by the Vernon County Board of Supervisors on the 28th day of July, 2015 

Submitted by Land and Water Conservation Committee Will Beitlich, Chair 4 Yes 2 No 

  

Motion by Dahl, 2nd by Amelse.  Ben Wojahn, Assistant County Conservationist explained Farm Land Preservation was started 

in 1981. Next month we will present an updated Farm Land preservation Plan to inform the Public.  Goede asked about income 

tax credits.  Zoned towns of Coon, Christiana and Harmony will get a credit of $7.50 per acre.  There are approximately 180 

participants at this time.  Subera asked how many farmers are requesting to apply; there are approximately 100 plus a year.  

Johnson stated it is voluntary but you do need to be compliant with programs. A farmer’s child could build on farm.  Johnson 

stated you would need to pay back three times value of land to get out of program.  Wojahn said no, that’s not correct, this is an 

agreement not a contract.  Contracts were started in 1981; this is not how the program works now.  Beitlich explained changes 

and that zoning agreement can be also done by towns.  Bringe asked to see the new agreement before September meeting either 

printed or by email.  Subera stated this is a very complex program and feels it interferes with your land rights, Chapter 91 statute, 

everyone should read this for clarification.  Brault stated we are not voting on Plan, only for participation Plan, it can be 

discussed in September and at community hearing.  Motion by McCoy,2nd by Hicks to call the question. Carried voice vote.  

Voice vote carried on resolution. 

Erlandson asked about when highway D will be getting completed.  Erlandson wants discussion on Amish traveling and doing 

damage to county roads, county should work on plan and bring to September meeting. 

Chairman Cornell asked for reports of standing or special committees there were none. 

Chairman Cornell asked for any unfinished business, Subera asked why there was no Corp Counsel at this meeting and should be 

on next meeting agenda. 

  

The next County Board meeting will be at 9:30 am on September 22, 2015.  With the meeting concluded, a motion was made by 

Davig, 2nd by Turben to adjourn. Motion carried by all.  Meeting adjourned at 11:23 p.m.  

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

State of Wisconsin ( 

                                (   

County of Vernon   (                             Office of the Vernon County Clerk 

 

I, Ronald C. Hoff, County Clerk of Vernon County, Wisconsin DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the statements above are a 

correct report of all actions and decisions of the Vernon County Board of Supervisors at the meeting of June 9, 2015, as 

indicated in transcription taken personally by me. 

(Seal) 

/s/ Ron Hoff                                                                                                                                      

Vernon County Clerk         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


